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StarProjects Wizards 
 
General 
 
The URL containing the address of the Project Server database is stored in a system 
setting. The first screen of each wizard defaults the URL to this value. 
 

 
 
A number of other Options Explorer settings shown in the picture above are also used 
to hold linkage details between Project Server and StarProjects. 
 
The name of the Project Server plan to be updated must be specified in full including 
the version suffix.  At the time of wrting of this document, the Browse button is 
disabled when selecting a plan name. A future release will have the Browse button 
enabled and the ability to select a plan from the File Name drop down list. 
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Batch Mode option on Budget & Task Wizards 
 
In the Budget and Task Wizards, a specific plan name can be used to exchange data 
between that plan and StarProjects.  Alternatively, the Batch Mode checkbox can be 
selected to present the user with a list of plans that have already been associated with 
a project so that one or more plans/projects can be processed in the same session.  
 

  
 
A separate document called StarProjects_MS_Project_Interface.pdf is available which 
describes the wizards in more detail.  The wizards are used to keep data in sync 
between a specific project and a corresponding Ms Project plan. 
 
 

Architecture 
 
Ms Project is actually divided into two parts. 
 
The COM Server which is the heart of MsProject. It contains all the business rules 
and attributes needed to create and maintain a plan. 
 
The user interface which is what the user typically sees as MsProject (WinProj.exe). 
The user interface communicates to the COM server to create, retrieve, modify plans 
etc. All communication and work is performed via the COM server. 
 
The StarProjects Wizards are just a different user interface to the COM server. 
Interaction to the Project Server database occurs and the results of the interaction 
displayed by launching MsProject (WinProj.exe) and ‘repainting’ the screens in 
response to changes/messages from the COM server. 
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Resource Wizard 
 
The data link for between ProjectServer and StarProjects for a resource is a 
configurable setting in Options Explorer. The default setting is Text1 which can be 
changed if it is already being used for some other purpose in MsProject. 
 
When running the resource wizard, there is an option to default to the MsProject view 
created by the StarProjects interface. Selecting this creates a Star Projects Resources 
‘table’ which exposes the Text link with column title “Star Projects Resource Code”. 
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Budget & Task Wizards 
 
The data link for between ProjectServer and StarProjects for activity and phase codes 
are configurable settings in Options Explorer. The default settings are Text11 for 
Phase code and Text15 for Activity Code.  These default settings can be changed if 
they are already being used for some other purpose in MsProject.. 
 
When running the budget wizard or task wizard, there is an option to default to the 
MsProject view created by the StarProjects interface. Selecting this creates 3 ‘tables’ 
for viewing the link data. These are shown in the picture below: 
 

 
 
 
Columns for activity code and phase code are exposed to enable users to manually 
key in codes that will be passed across to StarProjects when the budget or task data is 
imported. 
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Project Web Access 
 
 
Ensuring % work complete and actual dates flow from 
StarProjects into a Plan 
 
If the Task Wizard will be used to update actuals back into the Plan, then changes to 
Tracking settings and Server configuration will most likely need to be changed. The 
changes allow the integration code to set the  % work complete, Actual Start and 
Actual Finish dates on the task assignments which would otherwise be over-ridden by 
MS Projects’ own processing calculations / rules. 
 
The screen shot below shows the Star Task Wizard option used to update the actuals 
back into the Ms Project Plan. 
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Tracking Settings – Select Non Managed Periods option 
 

1) Log onto Project Web Access as a user who has administrator privilege: 
 

 
 

2) In the Time period settings section, select the Non Managed periods radio 
group option and save the setting. 
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Server configuration – Select Deny on Timesheet approval 
 
In the Tasks section, select the Deny checkbox option for Approve Timesheets for 
Resources and Timesheet Approval and save the settings. 
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Local Resources 
 
A non-enterprise resource is a ‘local resource’ that is not shared with other project 
managers. Local resources are associated with a plan and are denoted with a different 
symbol in the Resource Sheet in Microsoft Professional.  Local resources do not 
appear in the Resource Center in Project Web Access. 
  
The StarProjects Resource Wizard can be used to publish local resources into a plan. 
The wizard will insert the resource if it is not already there, and can also be used to 
update the existing resource details such as charge and cost rates which appear in the 
Cost rates table of the plan in Resource Information.  
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Enterprise Resources 
 
The following paragraph is a direct quotation from the Microsoft Project help text 
that explains what enterprise resources are. 
 
In Microsoft Office Project 2003, you can add resources to the list of enterprise 
resources (Resources that are part of an organization’s entire list of resources. 
Enterprise resources can be shared across projects.) by adding them directly from a 
project or by using a wizard.  A resource needs to be added to your project before you 
can add the resource to the enterprise resource pool.  Note You must have 
appropriate permissions to add resources to the enterprise resource pool. 
  
 

How to publish Star Resources as Enterprise resources in 
Project Server that do not already exist in Project Server 
 
 

3) Using Project Professional, create a new plan and save it as StarProjects 
Resources.Published 
 

4) Using the Resource Wizard from StarProjects, select the group of resources 
that need to make their way to the pool. As the pool will service a number of 
different plans, transferring all global system resources across is the most 
likely selection option instead of a specific project.  
 
Complete the wizard screens which will launch Project Professional and 
automatically display the StarProjects Resources.Published plan. 
 
Pay special attention to the “Update Star Projects Resource Rates in plan” 
checkbox.  If the option is ticked, then the charge and cost rates held in 
StarProjects will come across with the resource into the plan, which will then 
flow into the pool when it is updated in the next step. 
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5) In the StarProjects Resources.Published plan, switch to the Resource Sheet 
view screen to see the resources that have been selected.   After viewing the 
new resources, save and close the plan but stay in Project Professional. 
 

 
 

6) To transfer the resources from the plan into the Enterprise Pool, use the Import 
Resources Wizard that MS Project provides. 
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How to update enterprise resources 
 
The StarProjects Resource Wizard can be used to help create the initial set of resource 
names and rates in the Project Server pool.  Once the resource exists in the pool, then 
Project Professional / Project Server is used to maintain the details thereafter.  
 

1) Using Project Professional, select the resources that need to be updated so that 
they are checked out for editing. 
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2) If required, expose the Resource Code that links the resource to StarProjects. 
 

 
 

3) Edit the details as required 
 

 
 

4) Save the amended resource details and close the ‘checked-out’ resources 
screen.  This will automatically update the Project Server resource pool and 
release the check-out status of the resource. 
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How to view StarProject enterprise resources in the 
Resource Center 
 
 
Use Manage views to create a new view that will appear in the Resource Center 
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In the example above, Text1 has been selected as it contains the link data between 
Project Server and StarProjects for a resource.  Text1 contains the Star resource code. 
Text1 is a configurable setting in Options Explorer if it is already being used. 
 

 
 
 
After saving the new view,  use it in the Resource Center to display all the enterprise 
resources that have a link to StarProjects.  Clicking on the Text1 column heading sorts 
the data so that all the linked resources will appear together. In addition, the filtering 
option on it can be used to only show resources where Text1 is not blank. 
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MS Project Enterprise Templates 
 
The following paragraph is a direct quotation from the Microsoft Project help text 
that explains what templates are. 
 
Microsoft Office Project 2003 provides several templates (A Project file format 
[*.mpt] that lets you reuse existing schedules as the starting point for creating new 
schedules. Task and resource information, formatting macros, and project-specific 
settings can all become part of a template.) you may want to use to start a new 
project. 
 
 
How to use MS Project templates with StarProjects 
 
StarProject Wizards communicate with project plans that exist in Ms Project. 
Templates can be used to create new projects in Ms Project which can then be used to 
transfer details between ProjectServer and StarProjects. 
 

1) Open an existing Ms Project Template by using the File / Open menu option to 
bring up the first dialogue screen.  The Open from File button is then used to 
bring up a second dialogue screen for you to select an existing template. Be 
sure to use the correct file type (*.mpt) to select the template file. 
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2) Using the File / Save As menu, immediately save the skeleton plan as a project  
 

  
 
 

3) Proceed to use the StarProject Wizards in the normal manner and tailor the 
plan accordingly by editing the details as required. 
 

4) Edit the required plan details in Project Professional in the normal manner 
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